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f\ Boat Bi$
as a

Startling Discovery
Rome Described by aJour-

nal Correspondent.
A Pleasure Barge as Big as

the Campania in Lake
Nemi.

It Belonged to Tiberius, Cruelest an

Most Depraved of Roman
Emperors.

PRICELESS BRONZES RECOVERED

The Italian Government Will Spend a For
tune in Bringing the Matchless Wreck

to the Surface for the Won¬
der of Mankind.

Lake Nemi, Italy, Dec. 25..In this love¬
ly Spot, every foot of which Is sacred
pagan tradition, one would scarcely be sur

prised to see nymphs and dryads sport
lng among the mossgrown trees. And here
appropriately enough, will soon be brought
to light a relic of antiquity that will ex
cite greater Interest than any similar dls
covery since the ruins of Pompeii and
Herculaneum were unearthed.
The object at which two expert marine

divers are now foraging in the pellucid
depths' of the lake is an immense barge
built and used as a floating pleasure pal¬
ace by the Emperor Tiberius before his
retirement to the Island of Capri. What
startling light this monster sunken "craft,
Bhrouded in the silt deposits of twenty
centuries, may throw on the manners, the
morals and the crimes of one of the most
picturesque and bloodthirsty of Imperial
voluptuaries remains to be seen. It is
certain that Its recovery and restoration
as far as possible to Its original form will
mark an epoch in the annals of archaeol¬
ogy.
The cost of the enterprise will be enor¬

mous, but it will be more than repaidhereafter by the people of every laud,who will be more than willing to givetheir 6ilver In return for a glimpse at the
Bhip that Tiberius built when he experi¬enced the first promptings of ennui and
extravagance. The Italian Government,animated by the spirit of patriotism and
scholarship peculiar to this nation of art¬
ists, is bearing the expense of the work,which is expected to consume the greaterpart of the Winter.. The Minister of Pub¬lic Instruction took the initiative at the
earnest solicitation of archaeologists, sci¬entists and scholars of worldwide fame,and the results up to date have more thanjustified his action and raised the high¬est hopes as to the outcome of the enter¬prise.
The ship Is known to contain pricelesshistorical treasures. Those already broughtto the surface are worth their weight ingold. It was not until after several days'work that the divers after penetrating the

garment of almost impalpable mud thathas settled within two thousand placidyears on the wreck of Tiberius's pleasurecraft, succeeded in loosening an Imjuenseobject, which, after being hauled with dif¬
ficulty to the surface, assumed the shapeof a lion.
It was life size. Its crust of immemorialmud gave it a dark and uncanny aspect.The little band of archaeological enthusi¬

asts who were watching the work.be¬
spectacled graybeards who know more about
the reign of Tiberius than most peopleknow about the Monroe doctrine.took it
In hand and embraced it lovingly, quite re¬
gardless of the ruin that accrued to their
clothes from its garment of filth. Tlieyscraped It, they rubbed it, they sprayed it,they cleaned it, they polished it, and at
length, when they were all on the verge of
exhaustion, and quite unfit to be seen, theyfell back to rest in ecstatic contemplationof a Numean lion in purest bronze, evi¬
dently the work of a consummate artiflcier
of Rome's golden era.
A priceless work of genius' The savants

nibbed their eyes and smiled ecstatically.
For a moment or two they well nigh fell on
pach other's necks; then, professional emu¬
lation reasserting Itself, they produced
their microscopes and hovered round the
bronze lion, scrutinizing the minutest
srevlces in the metal, taking notes, mutter¬
ing learned conjectures and constructing
Involved hypotheses in the endeavor to dis¬
cover who might have been the sculptor of
Tiberlus's lion. They were mightily solemn
over it. aud they ended by each formulat¬
ing a theory of his own and trying to con¬
vince his colleagues of its accuracy, with
much flashing of spectacles and wagging of
grizzled heads.
The dispute was interrupted by a shout

from the contadlne who were working on
:he float, signifying that the divers down
beneath had signalled another find. The
grave professors gathered round with the
eagerness of children as the creaking of
the winch told them that the object, what¬
ever its nature, was heavy. As it emerged

The Floating Palace of Emperor Tiberius, Now Being Raised Out of Lake Neml. As Reconstructed by the Italian Architect, Rainero Arcaini.
(Drawn from the ai'chltect's sketches.)

from the water and was hoisted to the
staging and thence to the bank it was seen
to be the effigy of a wolf.evidently a com¬
panion piece to the lion. It underwent the
same process as had its predecessor and
was made the subject of an even closer
scrutiny and more excited controversy.
Two things were agreed upon.first, that

the wolf and the lion were superb examples
of antique art; second, that Apollodox, the
renowned architect of Damascus, was the
genius who designed and executed the
floating palace for his imperial patron.
Among- the most interested spectators of

the. strange scene was Prince Orsini, who
numbers the lake and the surrounding
groves among the feudal possessions of his
family. There is much of the old Roman
patrician about Prince Orsini. Clothe him
In a toga against that background of syl¬
van beauty, and he might stand for a cour¬
tier of the savage Tiberius himself, come
to participate in his extravagant pleasures.
He was impressive enough in his shooting
suit of Scotch tweed, directing the opera¬
tions of the workmen. He had spent part
of his own fortune in trying to recover the
leviathan that lies beneath the glassy sur¬
face of Lake Nemi, and the Government
recognizes him as one who has every title
to supervise the work, as far as lies in his
inclination.
The Prince has astonished the assembled

savants by his profound knowledge of an¬

tiquities, and they already evince a ten¬
dency to defer to Ills judgment. By his or¬

ders the bronze lion and wolf have both
been removed to the Orsini museum, which
contains a pricless collection of art objects
and antiques.
One can form an estimate of the stupen¬

dous character of the task undertaken by
the Minister of Public Instruction only
by considering that the ship Tiberius built
is nearly as large as the Campania, and is
lying in over a hundred feet of water. And
if the Campania be conceived as freighted
from stem to sterm with imperial art
treasures of two thousand years ago it
will be seen what a sound reason there is
for asserting that the friuits of the labor
in hand here will more than repay its cost,
enormous as that will be.
Yet it is not wonderful that for 400 years

men and governments have shrunk from
the task. For the existence of the wreck
hUs been known positively since 1535. Up
to that time the traditions attached to it
were generally discredited, for history,
while painfully loquacious on the subject of
Tiberius's Capri experiences, is silent

Kara, in His Death Struggle, Beat on the Floor.
(From sketches made on the spot.)

about his adventures on the bosom of
Lake Nerni. In that year, however, a sunk¬
en vessel 500 feet long was discovered, and
by patient grappling the investigators suc¬
ceeded in bringing to the surface some
leaden pipes, large nails, such as those
used in shipbuilding; marbles, paving tiles
and timbers, including one very long beam,
Covered wltli bronze, which is now in the
Roman museum.
Most important of these relics were the

leaden pipes, some of which bore the name
of Tiberius, Imperator.
There need be nothing surprising about

the depth of this small lake of Nemi, for
it is the crater of an extinct volcano.
It would be Impossible to imagine a more
exquisite scene, or one more inspiring
by reason of its mvthological associations.
The lake has no visible outlet, but close
search will reveal an artificial conduit of
very ancient construction, probably the
work of a predecessor of Tiberius.for this
tiny lake was a favorite haunt of Em¬
perors before he spent his revenue upon
his floating palace. Its situation, sixteen
miles from Rome, and not far to the left
of the Via Appla, made it a desirable
playground for men who were anxious to
escape public scrutiny. Julius Caesar, for
instance, began to build a magnificent
villa here, but abandoned it. Vitellius, too,
spent much of his leisure here.
One of the sources- of the lake is the

fountain sacred to Egeria. Here one may
see the crevlfe in the rock where Numa is
said to have consulted that charming
nymph. In fact, all the woods surrounding
the lake were consecrated to Diana. And
here lurked a beautiful temple, traces of
which may still be seen, where the god¬
dess was worshipped with all the strange
rites believed to be her due. One pe¬
culiar feature of this worship was that
the priest in charge of the temple was
always a fugitive who had slain his pred¬
ecessor. This system was regulated by a
strict code. If a fugitive could approach
a certain tree which grew near the tem¬
ple and carry away a bough from it he
was entitled to the privilege of fighting a
duel with the priest, whom, if he killed,
he should by right succeed. Hence the
priest s"pent most of his time seeing that
110 adventurous wight stole a bough from
the fatal tree.
Tiberius was an interesting man in a va¬

riety of ways. He was no pampered
weakling. With his forefinger .he could
bore a hole clean through a sound, hard
apple; and by flipping the same finger he
could crack the skull of a boy, or even a
young man. Moreover, he could see in
the dark. Tradition says that when he
was a young man he was quite handsome,
with a mop of yellow hair falling over
his shoulders. But his expression was al¬
ways sinister, and early in life his face
became so disfigured with an eruption aris¬
ing from his debauched habits that he be¬
came an object of disgust and terror to
every woman whom he approached, and
they were manv.
He had not been bearing the imperial

purple long when he spent one night and
two days feasting and drinking with Pom-
ponius Fiaccus and Lucius Piso. In recog¬nition of their conviviality he took an
early opportunity of conferring distin¬
guished civic honors upon both, declar¬
ing them in his letters patent to be "verypleasant companions and friends fit for all
occasions."
Then there was a disreputable old fel¬

low named Sextius Gallus, from whom he
accepted an invitation to dine on condi¬tion' that the repast should be served by
young women who had carefully omit¬
ted to make even the rudiments of their
toilets. As Sextius (Jalluo was quite an
adept at getting up little festivals of that
kind, he joyfully fulfilled 'the condition.
But all that innocent fooling was whenTiberius was young and easily amused.Later in life he acquired a. palate for fiercer

recreations. His revels on the floating pal¬
ace here on Lake Neml probably occurredafter the period at which human bloodbecame an essential concomitant of hispleasures. Perhaps we shall know more
accurately when all the contents of theantique wret'k are brought to light. Per¬haps there will be grim evidences of the
savage lust and the unbridled debaucheryfor which Tiberius was no less famousthan for his imperial extravagance.It was when he retired from Rome andtook up his residence on the Island ofCapri, near Naples, that the Emperorfairly surrendered himself to his vices.Many of his acts, which afforded gossipto the garrulous Romans of that day,could not be even hinted at in print. Sur¬
rounded by a little court of sycophants,debauchees, astrologers, asrtissins and vile
degenerates, he apparently thought of noth¬
ing but bloodshed and the gratification of
his fierce appetites. No torture was too
terrible for him to inflict upon his victims
of whatever sex or age. To have naked
and bound youths and maidens thrown
over a percipice before his eyes, and then.
If the.v stlil lived, beaten to death at the
bottom, was one of his favorite diver¬
sions.
Every schoolboy knows of his many po¬

litical murders, and the relatives whom he
starved or otherwise tortured to death.
Did he torture anybody on his Lake Neml
floating palace? Perhaps we shall Bee.
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Shocking Scenes at an Al¬
leged Pugilistic En¬

counter.

Breathless theAudience Watched
a Deliberate Attempt to

Murder.

Desperate Efforts of a Giant Turk
to Maim and Throttle His Op¬

ponent in the Ring.
SAVED AT THE LAST MOMENT.

Men and Women Spectators, However,
Hammered the Would-Be Murderer

with Champagne Bottles.A
Ghastly Spectacle.

Paris, Dec. 24..Three hundred bloods,
among them a few ladies so-called, who
went to the Winter Circus last night to
witness an exposition of the noble art of
self-defence, had a narrow escape from
seeing the most brutal murder known In
the annals of prize fighting. The per¬
formance was eminently up to date In the
one respect that the combatants belonged
to the people which figured most conspicu¬
ously in the public press and In the public
mind during the last three months of the
past year.figured, too, as the nation guilty
of the worst cruelties on record.

It was an invited audience, comprising
all the well-known sports and many women
with whom the public is even better ac¬

quainted. Tom Canon, Pierri and M.
Doubliere were the managers. The master
of ceremonies was the well known theatrical
director, Franconl. The first two named
represented the Turkish pugilist Kara-
Amet. M. Doubllere Is the trainer and
impresario of Jussuf, the Turkish Ar¬
menian.
Jussuf Is a "big" fellow, not unlike your

American ex-champion, John L. Sullivan;Kara-Amet has an American counterpart
in Griffo, as far as figure goes.
The battle was for a purse of 2,000

francs, and, Incidentally, for an engage¬
ment covering an entire season at the
Winter Circus. There was only one police
agent present, a lieutenant, who seemed
to be more interested in pugilism than in
the observance of the law.
The roped arena was only a few feet

from the tier of boxes in which the audi¬
ence was seated In such splendid comfort
as was never before offered to patrons of
the ring. After refreshments had been
served the two champions.both men claim
this title as heavy and light weight re¬
spectively.appeared on the platform, which
was covered with a canvas carpet.
But for a norrow loin cloth of greenleather. Jussuf and Kara were entirelynaked, the first statuesque, confident and

brutal, the second agile, fleetfooted, grace¬ful, the type of the artful dodger. The
dark skin of each man shone as the result
of an application of fat or oil. Of course
they wore no gloves and their hair was
cropped.
After a few opening passes the giant,Jussuf, threw himself suddenly forwardwith such tremendous weight as to forceKara to stumble and fall upon his back.At the same moment he drew up his arms

and legs to prevent his opponent from
kneeling upon his stomach. EvidentlyKara was too quick for the giant, who
knelt beside him. holding back the upperpart of Ivara's body with his left hand
and trying with Ills right to flatten out
the light weight's legs. For five minutes
it seemed as if he would succeed in this,but all of a sudden Knra's oiled body es¬
caped the weight and he turned his back
to the audience, resting the body on the
elbows and knees.
With a howl of disappointment the giant

threw himself upon Kara's back, as if he
meant to break it in two, and then settled

upon It, propping his naked feet against
the floor and thus trying to increase the
pressure exercised.
Three-quarters of an hour he remained

In this position, with a fierce determina-
tionr upon his face, first clutching the
flanks of his opponent and then trying to
force his hands between Kara's skin and
the leather of his loin cloth in order to
obstruct the light weight's breathing.

It was a fearful spectacle, pregnant of
brutal suggestion. "He is going to flatten
the little one out like a pancake," said a
grisette in one of the boxes. One of the
editors of the Figaro remarked: "It is
like a Turkish army corps crushing the re¬
volt of an Armenian village of ten huts."
The police agent was all attention and

excitement. "There is no danger," he
said, "simply an attempt to make him give
in. I will not interfere."
At last the pressure became too great for

the lightweight, his knees and elbows gave
way and he fell flat to the floor. At the
same moment Jussuf rose and threw himself
down upon the prostrate form of his op¬
ponent with all possible force. Then he
moved his body and limbs, keeping close to
the oiled body beneath him, forward like a

giant snake, until his hands reached Kara's
head. What followed was horrible to wit¬
ness, but no one in the audience seemed to
observe the spectacle with anything but
curiosity. Twenty times the Turk bumped
the face of Kara cruelly against the floor;
then, forcing his right arm under Kara's
neck, he proceeded to throttle him. His
fingers clutched the man's throat, and a

spectator called out in terror, but his neigh¬
bors told him to mind his business. Now
Kara, in his death struggle, knocked on the
floor three time, and somebody cried, "He
has forced his fingers up Kara's nostrils!
Kara will choke!"
"Kill the beast! He is committing mur¬

der!" shrieked a woman.
Instantly the whole audience rose to run

and jump and scramble down Into the arena.
The seconds had meanwhile vainly tried to
tear Jessuf from his victim. Now every¬
body laid violent hands upon the brute, but
without moving him. Then the women com¬

menced to belabor his head and shoulders
and feet with champagne bottles and
glasses that soon were broken, and seeing
his own danger, Jussuf at last relented.
When he was led to his corner blood
streamed from his head, neck, shoulders
and legs, but he did not seem to mind that.
His eyes were fixed upon his opponent's
form, and he seemed to regret when he saw

him move after a vigorous application of all
known means of resuscitation. After thirty
minutes Kara was able to speak, and then
proceeded to accuse Jussuf In passionate
terms of a wilful attempt to murder him.
The giant laughed definantly and offered to

give his opponent satisfaction. The audi¬
ence meanwhile had quieted down and pre¬
pared for another treat, but now the police
ii/mtomnt arose In his might, and girding
himself with the trl color sash of his of¬
fice, declared the assemblage dissolved. He
had had his fill of brutality and thought the
audience ought to be satisfied, too.

F. F. L.
1
SWIFT TORPEDO BOAT.

Russia Has a Mysterious New Craft Which
rs Capable of Making a Mile

Easily in Two Minutes.

[London Engineering.]
Very few vessels that have yet been

built have excited more interest than the
Sokol, the latest addition to the Russian
fleet. The guaranteed speed of twenty-
nine knots was alone sufficient to account
for this, it having been two knots in
excess of anything promised at the time
the. contract for the vessel was made.
It may be said at once that the interest
shown by engineers and naval architects
in the progress of the vessel has been
more than justified.
The vessel is 109 feet long, by 18 feet 6

inches beam. She is, of course, a twin-
screw vessel, and has three-stage com¬

pound engines of the type ordinarily fitted
by Messrs. Yarrow in vessels of this
class; having cylinders 18 inches, 26
inches and 39^ inches in diameter, by 18
inches In stroke.
The boilers are eight in number. They

are of the well-known Yarrow type, and
it may be stated that boiler arrangements
are similar to those of the Hornet, the
vessel built by this firm for the English
Government, but which was about 2V4
knots slower than the Russian vessel, it
will bo remembered that at the preliminary
trial the maximum mean speed of
knots was obtained as a second meun
of three runs, with and against tide.
Since then the official three hours' run
had been made In the presence of Prince
Oukhtomsky, naval attache to the Rus¬
sian Government, and chief of the Russian
Commission; Captain Bekr, who will com-

mand the vessel; Mr. Poretchkin, engineer-
in-chief to the commission, and other
naval representatives.
The mean speed on the six runs was

29,777 knots. As the mean revolutions
per minute of the six-mile run was
405.15, the true mean speed of the vessel
for the three hours was 29.762 knots.
The coal burned during the three hours
was ten tons seven hundred-weight, with
an average air pressure of 1% inches.

It will bp seen, therefore, that the palm
for the swifteBt vessel in the world has
once more reverted to the Poplar yard,
and the British navy once more loses the
supremacy in speed, which it has held
for some time past.
The remarkable success of the Sokol has

not been due to a mere exercise of what
may aptly, if not correctly, be termed the
brute force of horse power. The maxi¬
mum power exerted did not reach 4,000.
Exactly what it was we are not aware,
but, taking a line through the spots
obtained by progressive runs on the pre¬
liminary trial, it could not have exceeded
the figure named.
An inspection of the boilers when the

machinery was opened out indicated that
they had been subjected to no excessive
test. The furnace of a water-tube boiler
Is a comparatively easy thing to get into,
and Engineering had an excellent oppor¬
tunity of examining the tubes in one
boiler. In the inner rows, which were
quite easily examined, and which are
subjected to the severest ordeal, there was
no sign of leakage in any part, the tube
ends, where they are expanded Into the
receiver above or the tube plates below,
being perfectly tight and sound, and this
may be said of the whole of the tubes,
as there was no sign of leakage through¬
out. The tubes themselves did not pre-
sent the symmetrical appearance of a
new boiler, being bent a little out of
straight. That, however, is the char¬
acteristic of all straight-tube boilers of
this description, and naturally in itself
does not affect the steaming properties of
the boiler. The large firegrate area of
these boilers leads to ease in working;
Indeed, the difference between running a
trial with water-tube boilers and with
the old loco-marine type is only equalled
by the difference in the appearance of
the two types of boiler after the run.
In the case of the Sokol, although she

had been steaming about thirty knots
for three hours, the paint on the four
chimneys was as fresh as when put on.
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rhey Kill Strangers and
Make Human Sac¬

rifices.

~ound by an African Traveller
Far Removed from

Civilization.

The Men Are of Giant Stature and
the Women of Rare

Beauty.
MAKE THEIR HOMES IN CAVE 3.

Possessed of Marked Intelligence *nd
Great Wealth.Free from Savage

Customs Save the Worship
of the Sun.

Another strange discovery has been mi

In Africa. It is a race of whites, of grt
Intelligence and power, and the story
the discovery is vouched for as absolute,
authentic by Captain H. D. Larymore, o

the Gold Coast constabulary, now visiting
In England.
There is in Africa a class of men who,

like the "timber cruisers" of the American
Northwest, penetrate the regions not yet
invaded by civilization. It is one of these
men, who made the discovery, and he is
now, or was when Captain Larymore left,
at Johannesburg, trying to form an expedi¬
tion to visit the region Inhabited by the
whites, who, he says, are possessed of
marvellous wealth.
The country where this tribe dwells lies

beyond and to the northeast of Koranyas.
It is totally unexplored by white men, al¬
though native caravans occasionally pass
near the district.
They are, he says, a strong, fearless

and exclusive race, who do all in their
power to prevent strangers from passing,
through their territory. The stature of tho
inen, as a rule, exceeds six feet. They'
are of very fair complexion, though some¬
what bronzed from the exposure inci¬
dent to their methods of life, have light
hair and blue eyes. The women, Mr. Getty
says, are of Junoesque proportions and rare
beauty. The entire tribe dwell In caves,
but none of the squalor attends their
manner of living which has been peculiar
to the cave dwellers known in modem
times. Their homes are models of neat¬
ness. Their attire is modest and indicates
that they" lack entirely the elements of
brutality, so general among races not yet
touched by the magic wand of civiliza¬
tion.
The men wear a sort of shirt woven

from fibres of a plant peculiar to the sec¬
tion in which they live. A short skirt of
skins falls from the waist to the knee,
the limbs below that point, as well as
the feet, being bare. The women wear a
sleeveless garment which extends from
the neck to the feet, being confined at
the waist by a sort of leathern girdle. They
do not disfigure tbfmselves in any way in
an effort at personal
ments being exceedingly rare and only
woru by t6e wives of dignitaries. Mr.
Getty says he saw around the neck of the
wife of. one of the head men a diamond
necklace of untold value.
The government of the tribe Is liberal to

a degree. There is a head chief and a
council of lesser chiefs, who frame the
laws and impose punishment upon vio¬
lators thereof. These laws are simple,
and crime is almost unknown, the punish¬
ment therefor being very severe.generally
death. Polygamy, is not practised, no man
having more than one wife. If, however,
man and wife disagree tho matter is laid
before the head chief. If he decides they
should not live together longer, the woman
goes to her father, uncle or brother, and
either is free to marry again.
The position of the women of the tribe

is not at all degrading, and the.v are not
required to perform duties to which they
are not suited. The degrees of society are
much like those of civilization, and ser¬
vants are freely employed.
The members of the tribe are, however,

all worshippers of the sun. In this connec¬
tion is the only inhuman feature that at¬
taches to their methods. Each year several
human lives are sacrificed. The sacrifices
are supposed to be voluntary on the part
of the sacrificed, but Mr. Getty says he
doubts, from what he saw, if this is true.
The tribe has gold and diamonds in

plenty. From the fact that they seem to
appreciate to a slight extent the value of
these, Mr. Gettv is ofopinion that at some
time or ^ther they have coipe in contact
with a trader who revealed the truth to
them. He tried to learn where the jrold
and diamonds were obtained, but was
threatened with instant death if he per¬
sisted in his Inquiries.
Captain Larymore. who related the story

as told to him bv Mr. Getty, says that the
latter found it difficult to leave the tribe,
because the members are greatly averse t»
anv information concerning them reaching
the outside world. It was onlv by giving
a solemn promise to return that he was

given permission to depart.

:.s *

Captain Larymore Discovers a New Race of Whites in Africa, .


